
 

How to Build Window Flower 

Boxes 

(Out Of PVC Boards) 

Instructions provided by Addicted 2 Decorating. 

PVC boards are a great option for making window flower boxes because they are paintable and 

will never rot. PVC boards are more expensive than wood lumber, but considering that you’ll never 

have to replace these, the added up-front cost is well worth it.  

Note: I don’t provide cut lists, supply lists, or tool lists for my projects because I focus on process. If 

you can focus on learning processes rather than only following step-by-step instructions down to 

the detail, you can use those processes to customize and make just about anything your 

imagination can dream up.  

This is the process I used to create my window flower boxes out of PVC boards.  

https://www.addicted2decorating.com/


Measure your window: 
Determine the width of the finished window box. If you have shutters on your windows, be sure to 

allow room for the trim on the window box, which adds about two inches to the overall width and 

the space needed to hang the window box.  

Cut the PVC boards 
I used 1x8 PVC boards for my window boxes, and I wanted the boxes (minus the trim) to be 34” 

wide. So for each box, I used my miter saw to cut a piece of 1x8 to 32.5” for the bottom, two pieces 

to 7.25” for the sides, and two pieces to 34” for the back and front.   

 



Assemble the basic box form 

 

Start by attaching the sides to the bottom.  

• Use a liberal amount of PVC glue on both surfaces before attaching them. 

• Secure with 16-gauge 2-inch nails (which is what I used) or screws. 

Note: If you’re making your window boxes out of wood, you need to use screws. On my PVC 

window boxes, I used nails because the PVC glue does the heavy work of keeping these 

boxes together. PVC glue is a solvent that essentially “melts” the two pieces together, 

chemically fusing them to each other. There’s no such product that works like that on wood, 

so if you’re using wood, you’ll need screws to do the heavy work of keeping the box 

together.  

Next, add the front and back in the same way, using a liberal amount of PVC glue and securing the 

pieces in place with nails or screws. Be sure to use PVC glue on both surfaces before attaching the 

pieces to each other. 



 

With the front and back attached, you should have a very basic box.  

 

 

 



Add the top trim 

 

For the trim around the top edge of the box, I used a PVC molding called shingle mold, as 

pictured above.  

• Cut the front piece so that it’s mitered on both ends at a 45-degree angle.  

• Cut the end pieces so that they’re mitered on the front corners at a 45-degree angle, but cut 

straight on the ends that will be against the house. 

• Attach the trim with PVC glue and 18-gauge 1-inch nails (or the length that will work for your 

particular trim) 

 

Once the trim is attached, it should look something like this... 



  

Attach the bottom trim 

 

For the trim around the bottom of the box, I used PVC base cap molding. 

• Cut and attach the bottom molding in the same way as the top molding.  



Once that molding is attached, the box should look something like this... 

 

Add trim to the corners 

 



In order to cover over the cut ends of the 1x8 boards, add small trim to these areas. I used scraps 

of 1x2 PVC boards that I ripped down to ¾" wide and just under ¼" thick. If you don’t have a table 

saw, you can use a small PVC trim such as small lattice or screen molding.  

• Attach these pieces using PVC glue 

• Secure using 5/8” nails.  

Hang the window boxes 

 

You will need to assess your situation to determine the best hanging method for your window 

boxes. Houses with siding will have different requirements than houses with stone or brick. Stone 

or brick will require a masonry bit to drill screw holes, and then masonry screws to attach. But here 

is how I attached my boxes to the flat siding of my workshop. 

• Using 3-inch wood screws spaced about 7 inches apart, start the screws along the top of the 

back board of the box.  

• Holding the box in place against the workshop, screw the box into the siding, making sure 

all three screws are very secure.  



 

Of course, you can add more screws if you feel more are needed for the size and weight of your 

box. And if your box is large and heavy (considering the soil and plants you’ll add), be sure to 

screw into studs. There are also other options for hanging window boxes that are available.  

Add the corbels 

 



I purchased ready-made PVC corbels from flowerwindowboxes.com. Of course, you can also make 

your own corbels and customize the design by laminating three or four pieces of 1” PVC boards 

together using PVC glue and clamps. Once the glue is completely dry, cut out the design using a 

band saw. But obviously, purchasing ready-made corbels is faster and easier.  

 

• Place the corbel inside the box pushed over to the side and use a pencil to mark how wide 

the corbel is. 

• Use that mark to start two to four screws (depending on the size and shape of the corbel) 

inside that marked off area.  

• Apply a generous amount of PVC glue to the top of the corbel and the bottom of the box. 

• While holding the corbel in place on the bottom of the box, secure the corbel with the 

screws from the inside of the box.  

Note: The corbels can be attached before you hang the box. I chose to do mine after because I 

was hanging the boxes myself, and I didn’t want the added weight of the corbels as I was trying to 

hold, center, and hang the box.  

Repeat that on the other side, and the window box build is finished.  

https://www.flowerwindowboxes.com/pvc-brackets-and-corbels-p/pvccor-c05.htm


 

Caulk and paint  

 

• Use caulk to fill all the nail holes.  

• Use an exterior latex paint to paint the boxes. If you want to paint them a dark color, be sure 

to use a vinyl-safe paint (available at Sherwin Williams).  



PVC boards don’t need to be painted. So if you want your boxes to be white, just caulk the nail 

holes and you’re done!  

Fill your boxes! 

 

Because I built my boxes in winter, I filled mine with fake plants (for now). I found them here on 

Amazon (affiliate link): pink flower stems, boxwood stems, and weeping willow stems 

Note: Be sure to add drainage to the boxes. I plan to turn mine into self-watering planters in the 

spring, which requires no drainage holes in the bottom. But for now, I don’t want them filling up 

with rainwater, so I went ahead and drilled two small holes in the bottom of each box that I can fill 

with caulk when I’m ready to convert the boxes into self-watering boxes.  

For more DIY projects, be sure to visit Addicted 2 Decorating.  

https://amzn.to/4jvLaOF
https://amzn.to/3PSvZkX
https://amzn.to/4jC9oqs
https://www.addicted2decorating.com/
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